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He was wearing a tall hat, and a green gown* When he came
in he bowed to the company. "What makes you so late.
Scholar?" Po-chiieh said. "We have been waiting for you a
long time/*
"I am very sorry/' Scholar Wen said, "I did not know you
wanted me, I have been to see a poor old schoolfellow of mine.
We talked about books and that made me late."
Huang IV hastened to set a cup and chop-sticks at W£n's
place and the scholar sat down with Ying Po-chiietu Fresh
dishes were brought for him. The two boys sang again. After-
wards the four singers began to play one of the acts of the
Story of the Western Pavilion.
Then Tai An came and said that Silver Maid had sent Wu
Hui and another boy with some tea.
Moonbeam's house and that of Silver Maid were in the
same lane, only a short distance from one another. Silver Maid
heard that Hsi-m£n Ch'ing was taking wine at Moonbeam's,
and decided to send him some tea. Hsi-men called for the boys.
They came and kotowed. They told him their errand, then
opened their tea-baskets and each of ^them offered a cup of
fragrant tea with melon-seeds.
"What is Silver Maid doing to-day?" Hsi-men asked them.
"She is at home," the boy said.
Hsi-men Ch'ing drank the tea and gave each of the boys
three ch'iens of silver. Then he told Tai An and Wu Hui to
go and fetch Silver Maid.
Moonbeam was quick-witted enough to send ChSng Ch'un
with them. "You go too," she told him, "and if she shows any
signs of not wanting to come, tell her I shan't love her any
more."
"It makes me laugh," Ying Po-chtteh said, "to think of you*
as partners in your particular trade."
"My good friend," Master WSn said, "you don't seem to
understand. It is well known that people of the same profession
and the same disposition are fondest of one another. He who
finds he has more to hope from Heaven looks always Heaven-
ward, and he whose help comes from the Earth, looks towards
the Earth. It is perfectly natural that this young lady should
invite another young lady to come and join her."
"Beggar Ying," said Moonbeam, "you and Cheng Ch'un

